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. THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE. 43?;'.

Solbiets' jcttf.
NoitwAbK, 0., Juno 4tli, 1881.

Mitor National Tribune.
Digaii Sir : I have read in the May number of Tub

TjniiUNE the review, criticisms and amendments made
by the G. H. L., to the bill which was introduced in the
House of Representatives February 10th, 1880, asking
that pensions be granted to certain Union soldiers and
Bailors of the Into war of the rebellion, who were confined
in so-calle- d Confederate prisons. The bill rofored to reads

"Whkhkas, During tin lute rebellion many soldiers mnl pallors
ol the. Federal army and navy, through tho fortunes of war, be-

came prisoners ol war confined In eo-c- a lied Confederate prisons,
to the detriment and permanent Injury of their health but
whoco debility is of such a general and indollnablo eharaeler as
toexoludo them from the benefits of existing pension laws;
in orofore,

lie ithiactcd Ini the Senate and House of llenrcscntaltecs of the
United Slates of America, in Congress assembled, That tho See-rotar- y

of the Interior be, and he hereby is, authorised and re-
quired to plaee upon tho pension rolls of the United States,
upon applieation and proof being nuidi to tho satisfaction of tho
department,, all honorably discharged soldiers and sailors of the
Federal army and navy who, during the late Avar, were captured
and common, during the period of six months or more, in any of
the prisons or places commonly used for the confinement of
prisoners by the so-call- Confederate authorities during the
Jute rebellion, and who arenot now beneficiaries, nor entitled to
become so under oxisting pension laws of tho United States.

8kc. 2. That such pensions shall in such ease begin from the
dote of the discharge of the soldier or sailor aforesaid from the
military or naval service of the United States, and shall be at
tho rate of eight dollars per month in eases where the term of
Smprisoumont shall have been moio than six months and less
than one year, and one dollar per month additional for each full
month of such Imprisonment in excess of one year. And the
said penslou shall be paid atthosame time and in the manner as
other pensions are paid. Provided, that nothing In this act shall
be construed to authorize the reduction or to prevent the in-

crease of the pension of any person now receiving, or entitled to
receive the benefits of existing pension laws.

G. U. L. claims, and very justly too, that the bill
should include the commissioned officers who were con-

fined in rebel prisons, also that the benefits of this bill
should not be restricted to those whose term of imprison-
ment equaled or exceeded six months; and it is indeed
true that this restriction would be a very unjust ouo, for
tho experience of a great many of the Union prisoners, as
well as my own, has demonstrated most conclusively that
the exposure, hardships aud starvation we were com-

pelled to undergo In those terrible death-pen- s, was so
great that confinement iu them for a much less period
than six months, was sufficient to break down and under-
mine the health, and in a large majority of cases has been
followed by years of suffering and permanent disability
and I think the element of time if considered at all, should
not exceed one month.

The bill recommended by G. HL. reads as follows :

He it enacted by Hie Senate and House of JleprcsentutiKes-o- f tve
United States tn congress asscmoica, run me ecorcuuy oi mc
Interior be. and he hereby is, authorized and empowered to
place upou the pension rolls of the United States, upon applica-
tion and proof being made to the satisfaction of the department,
all honorably discharged officers, soldiers and sailors of the
United States nrmv and navy who, during the late war, were
captured and confined In any of tho prisons or places commonly
used for the confinement of prisoner, by the so-call- Confeder-
ate authorities during tho late rebellion.

That such pension shall in each case begin from the date of
the passage of this act, and shall be at the rate of eight dollars
per month aud two dollars a day in one payment for the days
they were confined in any Confederate military prisoir.nnd pro-
vided further, that this said pension shall be in auldlttou to any
pension that the said survivors of said Confederate military
prisons may bo now drawing or may hereafter draw for wounds
received in'the line of duty, to be paid at the same time ami in
tho same manner as other peusions are now paid.

Now, while tkisbill remedies most of the defects of the
fnst, yet in one respeot it would not be as favorable to
many of its beneficiaries. I refer to that clause of the bill
which provides that the ponsion shall in each case begin
from tho date of tho passage of this net, Tho first bill
provides that the pension shall in each case begin from
the date of the discJiarge of the soldier or sailor from tho
military or naval service of the United States, &c,

Kow, there are many of our soldiers who were prisouors
who have not yet succeeded iu getting a pension, although
thej' have been disabled to a greater or loss extent ever
since they were discharged from the service, and there
are others who have received a pension, but who under
Bentley's rulings havo not received more than four or per-

haps six dollars a month. JSTow, certainly those who have
been disabled during this time and whoso disability is
the result of their prison experience, are as justly entitled
to a pension for the wholo time since their discharge, as
the wounded man, or tho man who was in any way dis-

abled while iu tho line of duty, but who was not so uu-fortun- ato

as to bo taken prisoner. In rogurd to that part
of the lust bill whioh provides for the payment of two
dollars per day for each and every day's confinement iu
prison, I will say that it would take a number of mill-

ions of dollars to make this payment alone, and this faot
would undoubtedly bo used as an argument against tho
bill, aud might bo the means of killing it at tho outset.
And while two dollars a day would bo a very small com-

pensation for tho suffering ondured by some of our sol--

diors while in prison, yet it might bo claimed that suffer- -

ing and pain are the incidentals of a soldior's life, aud
that the wounded soldier might with oqual propriety ask
compensation at a certain rate per day during the timo
he --was suffering acute pain from his wounds. This the
Government does riot grant; but it doeR grant a pension
for the disability whioh is tho result of those wounds aud
Buffering; and in most cases this pension is paid from tho
date of discharge from tho service. Is it uot evident thou,
V.t H.n nnnninn nf t.lin tiriSOUOr wllO is BUfturhlCr ffOIU

disability iuourred while in tho line of duty should also
Vn; of flio rlnfn nf his disoharffO.

The following bill will, I think, remedy tlie defect of
the first ana wcond:

Whkhkas. During the late robolliou many ollicers, soldiors
and sailors of the Union army and navy, through tho fortunes
of war. became prisoners, aim worayunmi awumivu vuu- -

ien crate

jrf C

:

thoir,.icmiu tn ttifwintrimmiL and Domuuiont iniurv Of t
..-..- ... .'7'.f, ..,' -- - . .

vnuin, uht vhoKc ucrmanent m urv or tuoir neuim, inu wuoso
debility is of such a general and lndotlnuble oharaotor as to ex-

clude foci 1'ioni the benellta of existing pension Iiiwb; thero- -

jfc it enacted by the Senate and lloute of Xturesentatiw of the
United States of America, in Vongrant assembled, That the Sec-

retary of tho interior be. and he hereby Is, authorized and ro-ouir- etl

to nlaco upon the ponsion rolls of the United Statea,
upon application and proof boliiR made to tho satisfaction of
ifio department, all honorably discharged o licors, soldiers and

and navy Avho, during tho lato war
woShpUiSiI aiid 5tntne(l during tl.o period otm (l) month
or more, in any of tho prisons or places commonly used for the
oonihuouient of prlBonerhby tho so-calle- d Uoufederuto uutliorl

SitWiSSlSnihUl ouch case begin from the
flute of the discharge of tb ouloer, soldier orfeRllor aforeauld,

from the military service of the United States, and shall bout
the rate of eight (fl) dollars per month in cases where t he term of
imprisonment shall have been one month or more than one
month and lrss than one year, and one (1) dollar per month ad-
ditional for each full month of suoh imprisonment in excess of
one year, and that said pension shall be iu addition to any pen-
sion that the said survivors of said Confederate, military pris-
ons niay be now drawing or may hereafter draw for wounds

in the Hue of duty. And the said pensions shall be paid
at tho same time and in the same manner as other pensions are
paid. Provided, that nothing in this act shall be construed to
autliorizo the reduction or to prevent tho increase of the pen-
sion of any person now receiving, or entitled to receive the ben-
efits of existing pension laws.

Yours respectfully,
J. 0. P.

HOPfiDALE, Mass.. June 9, JS81.
National Tribune Co.

Sins : I have seen considerable mention made of young
so.diers in your paper. I cauuot boast of boing as young
as sumo, duc i tniuK more are very iew as young as my-
self who served as private thirty-seve-n months. I was
born June 11, 1847; enlisted December 0, 18G1 ; was in
OVOl'V battle of tho with imp fivrfintinn. Wne
with General Banks on his Red River expedition, also at
i on; iiuason participated in two charges on those works.
Was a member of the 8th Now Hampshire Regiment, Co.
A. Was fourteen years six months old at time of enlist-
ment. Was in the hospital two weeksand was never
taken into an ambulance but once, and that for a short
distance. Yours respectfully,

EUGENE CURTICE.

Henrietta, Vt., June 2, 18S1.
Mn. Editoh : Your paper has a very large circulation

among the soldiers of the country, and I desire to make
an appeal to them. Fellow-soldier- s, it is now sixteen
years since the war closed, and yet we are contiuually
denied our rights. Why is it 'that the Equalization
Bounty Bill, the bill granting us land warrants, the bill
giving pensions to those who suffered in prisons, the Pen-
sion Court Bill, and others .that might be named, have
not passed ? Why is it that Mr. Bentley is still retained
as Commissioner of Pensions? The reason to me is evi-
dent.' Wo are not true to each other. We do not look to
the record of the men for whom we vote. Until this is
done we cannot secure our rights. We ought to work
together as a band of brothers to secure our ends. These
are words I want to sink deep into the hearts of all ex-soldie- rs.

Yours truly,
ARMSTRONG O'HARA.

Andersonville.
No soldier who served in a robe prison will ever forget

how cruel war is, and how inhuman human beings can
make themselves 2ft) one who served in Andersonville
will forgot tho horrors of the living death that he was suf-
fering daily in that spot that is darker than any other in
tho southern page of our war history.

Many persons are anxious to know how the "old pea"
looks now ; and the following information about its pres-
ent condition will be read with interest by both soldiers
and others :

Anderson is the name of a station on the South-wester- n

railroad about sixty miles from Macon. It is nothing but
a railroad station, and the only thing that characterizes
the spot is the immense Union cemetery of some twenty
aores, over which floats the star-spangle- d banner. The
cemetery is constructed on the spot where the prisoners
were buried, and the trenches were dug with such pre-
cision and regularity that the soldiors were not generally
disturbed, but allowed to remain as their comrades in-
terred them, working under tho fixed bavonots of the
Georgia home-guar- d.

The cemetery is surrouuded by systoufc brick wall, with
an iron gate, and is under the supervision of a superin-
tendent, who lives on the ground. It is a plain spot.
There is not much attempt made to ornament this city of
our martyred dead. It would take a great deal of even
such iuilueuce as plauts and flowers possess to dispel tho
melancholy memories that hauut this hill in the pine
woods of south Georgia.

Southerners shun the spot, but the cemetery is much
visited by northern travelers, and the register- - in the su-
perintendent's lodge contains many strange inscriptions
besides tho names of the visitors. One lady asks forgive-ues- s

of God for tho murder of hor brother, who sleeps in
the cemetery.

Occasionally a man who was in the stockade turns up
among tho visitors.. These men, whatever their natural
temper, the superintendent says, can almost be distin-
guished by tho offeots of fear, dread and vivid recollec-
tion which come baoklike a shock into their faces as they
again stand on the now quiet and sunlit scone of their ex-
periences.

In tho cemetery the ground is of a general level, and
the graves of tho known aud unknown, properly separ-
ated, are arranged in rows, closely laid, as far as the eye
can roach.

There are actually buried oiuihis elevatiou lb,7I5 men.
Tho soldioi whoso identity was preserved by his comrades
is marked in his resting-plac- e by a white' marblo stone
rising eighteen inches above the level of the ground. A
squaro marble blook with tho word "Unknown," on it is
repeated about one thousand timea in the cemetery.

Part of tho stookado is still standing. There were two
rows of trees one inside tho other. The outer row
has fallen down, uavo for a few posts hor and there,
but a largo part of the iunor wall still stauds. Trees
have grown up around the old pen, and the thiok growth
of undorbrush now covers tho site of the prison.

No traces of the famous brook that ran through the
stockade remain, nor of tho wonderful well dug oy tho
prisoners. It is all now a mild and peacoful section of
country.

Many of tho soldiers in the cometery have handsome
headstouos llftad to thoir memory by friends in the North,
and efforts aro frequently made to have certain graves
u kept green " with flowers,

An old fanner in Massachusetts had been much au-noy- od

by the occontrioitios of his hired hand. One morn-
ing on going out to tho barn ho found that his hired man
had hung hirasoif, Somewhat surprised, the old man
ejaculated : "Well, well I What on airtb will thnt fellow
do next?"

Gtortraponbente' (ttolnmn.

We are obliged to answer certain inquiries of t,hc same nature
in each iume of our paper. While we cheerfully furnish infor-
mation to subscribers, in this column, we suggest that much
labor, time and expense may be saved both to ourselves and to
our correspondents, if tho latter nud other subscribers would
keep u file of the paper. They could then, at any timo, turn to
the file and probably find the very inquiry answered aboutwhloh
they would have written to us. We trust that each and every
subscriber will prollt by this suggestion.

1j. T. ., D;p MoiXKSt Iowa. George B. Loving, of Massachu-setts, bus been recently appointed aud continued as Commie,
sioiior of Agriculture, in place of Mr. Lc Due.

R. M., Pjttaiiitroii. P.. We do not furnish a sample copy ofany paper with which we club. Send a postal card asking for itto the publisher of the paper -- ou wish ho will probably for-
ward it to you. ( .

e. t. w.
names of
Guards."

JJimusTON Tow v. We cannot inform you as to t.hn
btates having organizations known as "National

(. L.. DETitotT,
friend is wrorijr.
battle of the war.

Mtcii. You are right, and consequently your
Gettysburg!! was undoubtedly the greatest

S. M., SiMiiJfrjKiBLDMAss. We believe there never waR a flchtwith rebel troops in Illinois: Morgan's men were in Indiana
and Ohio.

J. M. C, SvitAcnsE, N. Y. Any information with reference to
our "National Cemeteries will be given by addressing Quarter-
master's Department U. S. Army, Wn.ihingt on, D. C.

P. B.. Amuny, N. Y. See our last number, (which we send
you) In whieh you will find Mr. Kelfer's bill.

T. W., Camden, X. .T.Camp Butler, Illinois, was located some
eight or ten miles from Springfield. It was a depot for recruits
and rebel prisoners.

J. K. C, WiLLiAMsroirr. Pa. See last page of our paper with
regard to premiums for clubs. We send you n cop-- ,

L. P., Concoki), N. II. We cannot promise, iu advance, to
publish any notice it must first be examined.

J.B., Tkknton, N. J. Tho information you seek will be found
iu another part of our paper, a copy of which wo send you.

II. C. W., JlELLKvn.i.E, III. The Soldiers' Home, near this
city, is only intended for soldiers who have been iu the Hegular
Arnry.

T. M. J.,Shkuoyoan, Wtw.Thc rate of pension for a disability
incapacitating for any manual labor was, up to Juno 6, 1866, $8 a
month; from that date to,Tune 4, I872.it waft 20 a month; and.
from the last date, and at present. $M a month. The phrase
"any manual labor," which occurs in the law, is construed to
Include the lighter kinds of labor reqniringeducatlon and slcill.

O. M.. IIaktfohu, Cojtn- v-A homestead maybe located by an
cx-soldl- or sailor through an agent, but at the expiration of
nix months the principal himself must locate and commence
cultivation; otherwise all claim to the tract will be forfeited,

J). J. W., IIaNNIUAI.. Mo. The Equalization Bounty Bill pro-
poses to grant a bounty of eight and one-thir- d dollars a month,
for each month of actual service, deducting all United Statea
bounty already received. Multiply 8J by the number of months
you served, and from the product subtract the amonut of
bounty v6u havo received the remainder, if auy will show vou
the amount to which you will be entitled if the said bill beeofnes
a law.

G. AV. O.. BicHKiKi.D, Mirn. Question. Does the Commissioner
of Peusions allow peusions without the claimant beimr exam-
ined by a physician recognized by the Government i Answer.
JS'o, sir.

,T. II. K., Claiikndok, Mich. Claims are not allowed in rota-
tion. For instance, claim No. '203,604 may be allowed before
claim No, uu,-m- .

t. X., lnrrsFiEi.iJ, Mas. Q. What is meant by "Additional
Homesteads "under' section 2:J0G of the itevised Statutes ? A. ,

An "Additional Homestead,' nuder section 2:106 Revised Stat-
utes, is mode and allowed In cases where a person who was a
soldier in the rebellion for nor less than ninety days, and who,
having been honorably discharged, did, on and before June 22,
1864, make a homestead for les than 160 acres. Under this sec-
tion 2306 he is allowed to make an additional entry for tho
amount of difference between the area of the original home-
stead and 1(50 acres. Tf ho does not choose to make the entry in
person and at once, he can have a certificate of his right mado
by tho General Land Office, this oity, and the paper covered by
the certificate is called an "Approved Additional Homestead
Right."

11 W., PmrDKU'iUA, Pa. You should address the Surgeon-Gener- al

of the Army, Washington, D. C. in regard to tho matter
referred to in your letter.

N. F. E.. Quixcv, III. The Government frirnishes headstone
for the grave of all soldiers who died during or since the lato
war. upon application tor same oy reiauvcs or rrieitus. AUdresa
the Ouartermaster-Geueni-l of the Army, this city.

r. cVI. li. , Poktland. Maine. The pension granted to a dls- -
oharged soldier during ids lifetime cauuot be increased aftor
his death.

X. W. J., St. Paul, Misn. Quo commissioned otlieor or two
enlisted men are required iu a pension claim to corroborate
claimant's statement an to the time when, places where, and
cireuinstauccs under which the alleged disability was con-
tracted.

T. L. V.,Nasuvim.k. Tknn. Claims for property taken by tho
United States Army, in States not in insurrection during the
late vai If tiled prior to January 1, 1&?0, can be prosecuted and
collected upon the ueeeesury proof being adduced.

J. M., Matschestkb, N. H.We cannot advise or suggest
to ex.soldlers und sailors In what portion pf the United States
thov will find tho most desirable lands on which to locate their
homesteads, but wo advise tbein to write to the Commissioner
of tho General Land Office here and ho will send all who seek
information on the subject a pamphlet telling all about our pub-U- o

lands.
D. U. C, BntLiNGTOX, Nkw Jkksky. Up to a reoent date a

deserter at large from the volunteer sorvlce could obtain
a dishonorable discharge, and by thus having his military
record completed, obtain a ponsion if entitled thereto; but
ox.SecretarS' of War Ramsey, just before retiring from the
War Office, issued an order t the effect that no further dis-ohnrg- es

tn suoh cases should be Istjned. The Coramlseionor of!
PouHons has now tho matter of alloijjing pension In this class of
cases under consideration, and wo will make known hla decision
when rendered. The above refers to those who havo nevor re-

ceived a final discharge. Wo would, however, advise all suoh to
apply, as they will no doubt eventually have title.

Soldiers who Lost Horses.

In answer to very many queries which coutinuo to come
to us, especially from ex-soldie- rs who were in the western
cavalry service, wo will again state that the law granting
pay for horses lost iu tho United States service, from
causes inoident to tho war, expired by limitation Decem-
ber 31, 1875. Quito a number of bills havo been intro-
duced since to extend tho time within which suoh claims
may bo filed and audited, and while there has boon no
particular opposition to so just a measure, yet the bills
have failed through a lack of interest on tho part of Sen-

ators and Representatives haying them in charge, and
othor reasons. Several bills of this nature were intro-
duced iu the last Congress, whioh expirod Maroh 4, 1881,
and ono of them passed tho Senate, but so late iu the ses-

sion as to rendor its passage by the House of Represen-
tatives iinnraotieabloo Thero is every reason, howovar,

"to hope that tho bill will become a law during the sawrton,
of Congress beginning next December, and all having

Malms of this character should bring thera before tfc
proper department through an experienced claims attor-
ney without delay, as they will betaken upiu, theordwof
their filing, vee udvertiRemem on lust yge,)

'

h

.1

if !

j li

y- irt i

i t

Si.. .v i.

!)- -i

.'. v

f !

w

V

i ,,

v

1

3

3 I

.
' i

; ':

i':

' I:

i ('!

i

. i..

V , J.


